Minutes
Tuscany School Council Meeting
February 10, 2022 at 6:30pm
- Via MS TEAMS –
Call to Order & Welcome
Meeting called to order at 6:33pm.
Land Acknowledgement Greeting
In advancing reconciliation and encouraging knowledge of First Nations, Métis and Inuit culture, I
would like to begin with the following acknowledgement:
I would like to acknowledge that we are on Treaty 7 territory, the traditional territories of the
Blackfoot Nations, including Siksika, Piikani, and Kainai, the Tsuut’ina Nation, and Stoney Nakoda
First Nations. We acknowledge all the many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit whose footsteps have
marked these lands for centuries.
Approval of Meeting Agenda
Motion for approval by Maureen. Seconded by David.

.

Approval of the January 13, 2022 Meeting Minutes
Motion for approval by Melanie. Seconded by Maureen.
Presentation by Stephanie Bartlett on Indigenous Education Work.
Tuscany Ahksinaki (They Will Make Their Mark)

“Oki, hello my name is Stephanie. Thank you for the land acknowledgement. I am also speaking
to you this evening from Blackfoot Land, home of the Blackfoot Confederacy, the Siksikaa, Pikani,
Kainai, and Stoney Nakoda First Nations and Metis Nation Region Three and all people who make
their home in Southern Alberta.

This is a ceremonial sun wheel from Blackfoot culture that sits on Nose Hill.
I acknowledge that I am a guest on this land and I recognize the ancestors of the Blackfoot
people who have made their homes here for thousands of years.
I grew up on the west coast of Canada on the lands of the Coast Salish People. My ancestry is
Scottish, German, and English and I recognize my colonial heritage. I acknowledge my position as
a white woman and a guest on this land, and also my privilege for having been born into this life
given to me by my ancestors.
I have been an educator for 22 years. I am a PhD candidate in the Werklund School of Education
at the University of Calgary. Anthropology stretches my work beyond the field of education.
The research journey that began in 2018 was Tuscany School’s response to Canada’s Truth and
Reconciliation Commission calls-to-action. My own transformation as a non-Indigenous researcher
and educational anthropologist guided by Elder Saa’kokoto adds ethical accountability to this
work.
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Under the guidance of Blackfoot Elder Saa’kokoto, students at Tuscany School are learning
Blackfoot culture and language through sustained land-based teachings. In an act of reconciliation,
they shared their learnings in 2019 with the broader community by publishing books that were
distributed as a Blackfoot/English language resource, and creating a bilingual Blackfoot/English
opera in collaboration with Calgary Opera.

The purpose of this second phase of the research study that I am sharing with you this evening is
to document how the books and opera in 2019 influenced children, families and the community,
as well as to observe what happens when children immerse themselves in a lived experience of
Elder Saa’kokoto’s teachings and the land. As a researcher, I aim to highlight and tell the story of
the multiple perspectives of the principal, Elder Saa’kokoto, the children, parents, audience
members, teachers, and myself as researcher and designer of the original project to tell the story
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of how this journey of cultivating kinship can re-imagine education. The rationale for examining
this topic is to better understand the possibilities that emerge when children develop kinship with
the land, animals, plants, rocks, trees, wind, and each other.
With Saa’kokoto’s support and guidance, I conceptualized a school-wide learning experience that
looked to answer the deeply pedagogical question:
How can cultivating kinship between land and more-than-humans offer possibilities for reimagining educational experiences for children, teachers, and others?
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“Welcome to the coulee.” The coulee is a very special place for these children and their teachers,
as you well know. Here, they are learning what it means to be wisely aware and to notice deeply.
The Blackfoot word for this concept is ohkakiiyosit and this is what the children are learning to
practice as they learn stories and teachings from Elder Saa’kokoto and their more-than-human
relatives. He has been teaching them to build a relationship with na’a, Blackfoot for Mother Earth,
as well as the trees, the leaves, the wind, the creek running through it, sikstisoo, the moose, who
we often see in the coulee and the schoolyard, the birds, and the other animals, rocks, and plants
who make their home in the coulee. This Blackfoot cultural language journey has unfolded over
four school years.
The first year had the children learning on the land from Saa’kokoto many times in the coulee
(valley) near the school. The children co-created a Blackfoot/English opera and wrote and
professionally published 10 Blackfoot/English books. The second and third years evolved in
continued relationship with the children, Saa’kokoto, the teachers, myself, and na’a (Mother
Earth) and the animals in the coulee. This year, we invited artist, Karen Tamminga Patton to help
the children learn artistic representation as a way of responding to Elder Saa’kokoto’s teachings
and also as a way to give a gift back to na’a.
The work is grounded in relationships, responsibility, respect, and reciprocity, with the children
and the land at the centre of this work.
“Looking closer at the picture, Elder Saa’kokoto refers to this space as na’a’s art gallery, saying that
na’a mother earth paints the colours of the leaves, flowers, sage, grass, and the children and these
colours change throughout the seasons.” In this circle with Saa’kokoto, I learn with humility
alongside the children. Kinship is both understood from a Western perspective as kin, blood lines,
and relatives between humans. Kinship, Indigenously understood, encompasses relationships with
humans to the more-than-humans, the land, the cosmos, the wind, sky. Indigeneity as experienced
by children and guided by an Elder, is an ongoing, generous and compassionate practice that
depends on respectful relationships.
Truth and reconciliation and land-based learning are quickly becoming an expected and familiar
part of education but what I find is little talked about is the role of children and their relationship
with the land, the more-than-humans, and each other. Kinship, Indigenously understood as a deep
reciprocal relationship between humans, the land, and more-than-humans, encompasses much
more than complex relationships and genealogy between humans.
So, what does kinship and Indigeneity look like with children in a school?
I conceptualized and designed this experience in the winter of 2018 and invited Tuscany School to
join me in experiencing Elder Saa’kokoto’s teachings that all learning begins on the land. This
journey embodies an emergent expression of this work and we are now entering our fourth year
of this work.
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Now that I have shared the context, let’s go back for a minute. Here is the opera in 2019. The
storyline of the Blackfoot opera that was performed as part of this journey begins in the coulee
with children and animals, illuminating a precarious weaving of resurgence, reconciliation, and
indigeneity as lived. The children moved, sang, and supported each other as they perform. They
were teachers. The lyrics were inspired by Saa’kokoto’s stories and teachings in the coulee and
the thoughts of the children, who shared what they were learning. The Blackfoot opera
interrupted the western ideal of opera.

There are also French Immersion books that were written and published last year.
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This year, the students are learning on the land with Elder Saa’kokoto and continue to listen to his
stories and teachings. He has also shared that he trusts that I can share some of his teachings that
I have learned while he is away. We are also working with Karen Tamminga Patton who is teaching
the students to use land-art to creatively represent what they are learning from Elder Saa’kokoto’s
teachings and their time on the land.
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Our next step with Karen is to interact with the canvas in the coulee. Karen wanted Saa’kokoto to
make the first marks. Based on his teachings, we decided that the beings of Asinaipii would be the
first to make their mark by putting their shadow on the canvas.

When Karen and I return to Tuscany School in March, we will work with the canvas and shadows
in the coulee. All children will be invited to make their mark on the canvas.
Ehsokiniksii (When Knowledge Branches Out): Families as Participants
I invite families to join me on March 4 to visit the coulee after school. This would give children a
chance to share what they love about na’a, art with Karen, and learning from Saa’kokoto.
This is also a chance for children to teach and share this practice of ohkakiiyosit with the
community. I will guide this practice as taught to me by Saa’kokoto.
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●

What:
A coulee walk with children and their families
When:
Friday, March 4, 2:00
Where:
Meet at Tuscany School and walk to the coulee
Who:
Tuscany families and Stephanie Bartlett
Why:
So that I can better understand what is sticking with children.
Contact:
bartlets@ucalgary.ca for questions
Sign Up Genius will be sent out for 20 spots. I’d love for you to join me!

Pending COVID-19 restrictions and protocols, children are invited to join me for an experience in
the coulee one day after school, so as not to interrupt learning at school.
Participation in this study is completely voluntary. Your child’s decision to withdraw from the circle
in the coulee will be accepted and respected, at any point during the experience. Your child is
under no obligation to participate and, if they do consent to participate, they may, at any time and
without consequence, decide not to continue their involvement. I will share the talking circle
transcripts with you and your child after the talking circle. This is an opportunity to delete, change,
clarify, or withdraw anything that your child has shared. If I do not hear back from you within two
weeks, I will assume that you and your child are comfortable with the transcript. I will also share
my drafts with you as I write them, for your comments and feedback.
Thank you. I hope you’re as excited about the coulee walk as I am.
Question:
How did Karen come into play?
Answer:
We know from the opera and books, that the experience was adult guided. So, if
the kids could express with na’a, they could show their understanding, and the experience would
be child guided. As an artist working along side Saa’kokoto – he had worked with Karen before and
shared her information - she was thrilled to be asked. That one time with Saa’kokoto, they
resonated and so she said yes and jumped right on. Her way of guiding through art is really in line
with Saa’kokoto teachings.
Question:
Answer:
in June.

How is Saa’kokoto? Will he be returning?
He is healing. I don’t believe he will be back this school year, but I will learn more

Presentation by Principal P. Tomczyk re: Learn and Share on School Planning.
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*This is a standardized presentation which all principals
must give as an Alberta Education requirement*

The survey is open from February 1 to 28, 2022.
Please Click Here: Link to complete the survey.
Funding to schools comes from the CBE which comes from Alberta Education in the form of grants.
More information here: https://cbe.ab.ca/about-us/budget-and-finance/Pages/budget.aspx
School Finances - There are several types of school fees:
Assessed by the school, such as field trips, art-in-residencies, inline skating, Carnaval)
Fun snack/lunch are not school fees and Transport is not a school fee.
Lunch hour is a central fee. Instructional material is a system fee.
There have been no school fees. The Tuscany Parent Council has been quite generous and has
paid a majority of our events and activities. There have been no school fees - set by the school.
Executive Committee Updates
Secretary - Yéil
Just a reminder to the Executive and Committee Leads to please send your notes for this meeting
by email to schoolcouncilsecretary@gmail.com.
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Budget – Amit

Fundraising - Natalie
Read-a-thon forms have been delivered to the school and parents will see them before early next
week. The book fair will be held April 4 – 8 and we decided on gift certificates for the kids; 1st and
2nd place kids who read the most minutes per class at $20.00 each, to put towards the book fair
and 10 participation awards. I propose to vote on the budget - $1,100.00 to cover the costs of the
gift cards - in total. Aside: $7,541 last year (2020-21) raised.
Motioned by Yéil. Seconded by Maureen.
Vote. Motion Passed.
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Kiss N Drop – Chelsea Broos
Kudos to the coordination of Kiss N Drop headed by Chelsea, from the School Council!
Reminder to parents driving, do not idle your vehicle. It is not cold out.
Always a reminder though, please cluster cross.
The school/classes have been learning about Traffic Safety. As such, it is important for parents to
promote the same and especially – DO NOT JAYWALK. Kiss-N-Drop volunteers have stopped
approaching jaywalkers, requesting they follow the bylaw, for the reason that some parents have
been outwardly hostile.
A request for more volunteers - if you have 20 mins in the mornings of Tues, Wed, Thurs, we could
really use your support. Please contact Chelsea via email at: tuscanykissndrop@gmail.com
Naturalization – Morgan
In the process of coordination with a CBE contact around tree planting. I will be getting their view
and will come back with a proposal for the budget for the exiting 4/5 classes. Hopefully have some
more info next month.
Communications - Karen
Mariana will be managing the submission in March to the Sun as Karen will be away. This will be
for the April magazine.
Special Events – Chelsea & Carissa
Nothing on the docket for February. Waiting for the CBE response to new Covid-19 protocols.
Hopefully we can plan the Spring but we’ll see after March 1. Hopeful for something in April and
a hope for a good year-end social push.
Fun Lunch – Maureen
Kinder Snack, Fun Snack, Fun Lunch are delineated now. The Google Calendar is updated.
We are in need of more volunteers. The SignUp Genius has been updated. We now have spaces
for 2-volunteers per class. I’ve also changed the requested start time for volunteers the Fun
Lunches to 10:45am. Please sign up at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094CA4AF2EA3FB6-tuscany3
Reminder: if your child is absent on any Fun Lunch or Treat Day, make arrangements for their
order to be picked up that day. Anything not picked up will be disposed of at the end of the
school day.
Kinder Snack - Susan
Kinder snack is going smoothly. Just trying to work out what we will do for February. Watch this
space.
CBE Liaison – Sasha Bailey
The majority of the Council of School Councils (“COSC”) meeting was the trustees introducing
themselves and the reasons for wanting to be part of public education. There is some good
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information on initiatives to come such as new MERV-13 air filters etc. Let me know if you have any
questions.
Presentation Link: https://www.cbe.ab.ca/get-involved/school-councils/Documents/20220120COSC-Presentation.pdf
Advocacy: K-6 Curriculum
-

Feedback on content and implementation has been provided and there will continue to be
active participation
Sept 2022 social studies will be pulled back (math, physical education and wellness will be
implemented in Sept 2022)
Board of Trustees met with Minister of Education on Dec 15, 2021 and Provided analysis
on the draft curriculum Letter to Minister-K-6 Draft Curriculum
Survey on the draft curriculum (open until Feb) – (link in presentation)

Alberta Education School Council Engagement Grant
-

Details on the Grant and example on how money can be spent see ASCA website ASCA
Examples

COVID-19 Update:
-

-

Working full out to support in-person learning and maintain continuity of learning as best
possible
CBE is putting additional measures in place
As the teacher is the single point of contact to ensure that classroom remains learning inperson, CBE will be providing 1 N95 mask (good for 1 week). Determining whether more
can be provided
Upgrading MERV-13 Air Filters:
o Our systems are not typically designed for this; however, engineers are reviewing
this and they believe for most of the schools they should be able transition to this
upgraded MERV-13 air filters.
o They cost more and they need to be replaced more frequently.
o They are anticipating the delivery of the first batch of filters by next week.
o CBE website will include a list of which schools have been converted. If a school or
portion of a school cannot be converted, then this will also be included on the
website. Ventilation in Schools

The Tuscany Council has obtained $500 to enhance parent support. Mariana is talking to Eric
Harvey, TMC to discover how they will be using theirs.
Teacher Appreciation – Sasha
Earmuffs for attending teachers - so they don't hear about the 'surprise'. We are really excited to
be working on teacher appreciation initiative. The kids have all received a handout to write their
messages. This was brought home from school earlier this week. Please have these messages
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cut out as per the instructions on the form and return them to school tomorrow so that we can
display them at the school. There is an envelope in their class for all the notes.
Spirit Wear - Shaun
We have about 30 orders from the winter promotions. The Pink shirt day items will arrive on or
before Friday, February 18th, in time for distribution before the 23rd. (Pink Shirt Day)
Regarding Orange Shirt Day/Every Child Matters – this piece will be added to the next months’
agenda and there will be some answers and maybe a proposal for that time.
Grade 4/5 Farewell – Julie
Julie met with Patrick to discuss the grade 4/5 farewell and we are very excited to plan something
for our graduating students. We are looking into a couple different locations for the activity for
the kids, one of them being Heritage Park and getting feedback from the grade 4/5 teachers. We
think the kids will really enjoy a full day experience rather than a couple of hours at a movie
theatre, plus with restrictions or no restrictions, having the event in may outdoors hopefully will
be easier and possible for everyone.
The memory book is underway! Julie has been working with Lifetouch. She has been working on
learning their online yearbook creator program and she will be consulting with Coleen G. for input
and photos from the grade 4 and 5 teachers. We have set the submission deadline for May 2nd
in hopes we have the books delivered to the grade 4s and 5s by the end of the school year.
Principals Report
Regarding Traffic: we had bylaw police watch the intersection and the two main roads over a 6week period before school/at school let-out’s and outside of school hours. In those 6-weeks, 6%
of vehicles violated during the school day and it went up to 8.7% outside of school hours. We are
eligible to install those flashing lights, solar powered. We need to put the request through to 311.
Just waiting for fulfillment. Temporary traffic calming can be used when they are sure of the
warmer weather. Note: The bylaw police watch was NOT monitored at these intersections 24/7 it was just random snapshots.
David: City Planning department has been contacted and will be evaluating.
Kindergarten Class registration is now open: if you have children to register for next years school
year, please do so asap. The sooner you can register your children, the sooner we can plan.
Registration is now all online. If you need support, please contact Admin at the Tuscany School
and the office will help.
Donations of used clothing: if you have old used pants your kids have outgrown, the school would
appreciate the donations to keep in the office for spare clothing to kids who, example: play outside
and get their pants wet in the new puddles. Sizes 2, 3, 4 for the kinders and grade ones are in
special need. Prefer stretch elastics, leggings.
Painting is ongoing.
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Landscaping: now that the snow has melted, we’ll be able to meet with Morgan and take a look at
the grounds, make recommendations. The CBE has resources and donated items for this.
Masking: The CBE continues to await any government decision.
From the CBE Email February 11, 2022: starting on Monday, Feb. 14, students will no longer be
required to wear masks while at school or while riding a yellow school bus. Masking will still be
required for school staff, as well as all adult visitors and spectators in our facilities. While the
province has mandated that students are no longer required to wear masks, your family can make
their own decision. Your child may continue to wear a mask at school but this will not be monitored
or enforced by school staff. Visitors and volunteers in schools are no longer required to show proof
of vaccination. Existing health measures, including enhanced cleaning, will continue at this time.
The Daily Health Checklist remains in place and families are asked to complete this to determine if
your child is able to come to school. Anyone who is feeling unwell should continue to stay home.
The staff has been speaking with the students about respect, tolerance (like last years
conversation about vaccines) tolerance and choice. They are learning that some may choose to
wear or not wear a mask due to health concerns and that each person is reminded to be mindful,
respectful and maintain a safe environment. We encourage parents to have the same
conversation at home with their children, regardless of beliefs, especially at this young age.
Children can’t yet navigate those tough conversations and don’t have that critical capacity yet.
New Business
Parents in the process of deciding to remain on council or leave at the end of this school year,
Mariana has made herself available to support any position to allow a smooth transition and
information sharing. Please reach out to Mariana if this is you.
Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities
Link: Library Volunteers - Tuscany School Learning Commons is in need of daily volunteers to assist
with shelving books, updating displays and other various tasks that arise.
Link: Reading in French Volunteers - Thank you so much in advance for helping to make our
children's reading experience that much richer!
Link: Kiss n Drop Volunteers - To help keep our morning school drop offs smooth and traffic jam
free, we are looking for one or two volunteers per morning to run our Kiss 'n Drop program!
Link: Fun Lunch Volunteers - Making our Fun Lunch days a reality would not be possible without
you.
Next Meeting Date
Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 6:30pm
Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 8:21pm.
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Minutes
Tuscany School Enhancement Society Meeting (TSES)
February 10, 2022 at 7:30pm
- Via MS TEAMS –
Call to Order & Welcome
Meeting called to order at 8:21pm.
Approval of Meeting Agenda
Motion for approval by Natalie. Seconded by Chelsea Broos.
Approval of the January 10, 2022 Meeting Minutes
Motion for approval by Melanie. Seconded by Maureen.
Updates
Budget - Deanna
We currently have $6,705.50 in the General account. The breakdown of the account we have:
• $249.58 - carry over from special events Halloween dance two years ago
• 2,599.19 - company donations
• $1,765.00 - carry over from a previous GIC.
Tax receipts have been issued and sent out via email and mail.
TSES ONE TIME DONATIONS

Donation Designation
Home Reading
Technology
Arts
General Enhancements
Any of the above
Total Amount

Allotted
Amount Actual Amount
2021-2022
Spent 2021-2022 Funds Remaining
$307.50
$307.50
$278.50
$278.50
$257.00
$257.00
$17.00
-$17.00
$
$1,725.00
-$476.27
$1,248.73
$2,585.00
-$493.27
$2,091.73

The Casino account is at $24,900.98. The following cheques were issued and cashed in January:
• $1,799.85 - library resource materials
• $7,166.61 - Sound Kreations
• $386.08 - musical instruments
• $438.85 - resource materials, Carnaval
• $1,000.00 – Artist-in-residence (Saa'kokoto)
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I have completed and submitted our request for a retention of casino funds. Will follow up with
AGLC this week.
New business is we would like to put forward a vote to reallocate funds from Artist-in-residence
(Olivia Tailfeathers - $7,000.00) to TU4HL. This would cover the school purchasing new volleyball
posts, padding, nets and floor curling kits. If I could get a motion to change budget artist in
residence funds to TU4HL?
Motioned by: Maureen. Seconded by: Chelsea Broos
Vote. Motion passed.

Casino Account Budget 2020-2021
Description Of item
2021-2022 Budget Items

Budget

Artist-in-Residency
Artist-in-residence - Saa’kokato
Artist-in-residence - Olivia Tailfeathers
Artist-in-residence - Carnaval
Educational Equipment- Fish wall
Resource Materials and Supplies - Library
Visual Journals
Words, Words, Words
Insurance for 2021-2022
Musical Instruments - Educational Equipment
French Immersion resource materials/supplies
Educational equipment/technology (2Way
radios)
Sound Kreations
Hand writing without tears - Educational
Equipment
Allotted amount to hold in account
TU4HL
Total Wishlist

Actual Expenses

-$7,000.00
-$1,500.00
-$7,000.00
-$2,500.00
-$2,000.00
-$3,000.00
-$2,400.00
-$500.00
-$865.00
-$500.00
-$3,500.00
-$2,900.00
-$7,855.31
-$3,638.70
-$5,000.00
-$1,500.00
-$51,659.01

-$2,845.72
-$1,500.00
-$483.85
-$1,911.91
-$2,426.97
-$515.62
-$865.00
-$386.08
-$3,500.00

-$7,166.61
-$3,638.70

Casino - Carrie
We are still waiting on a date for the casino. The draw for Q3 dates should take place sometime in
February or March so we will have a date soon.
Next Meeting Date
Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 6:30pm
Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 8:27pm.
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